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Stated Meeting, March 2, 1888. 
Present, 13 members. 

President Fraley in the Chair. 

Correspondence was submitted as follows : Letters accepting 
membership from Mr. Alexander Biddle, Philadelphia ; Prof. 
Edmund B. Wilson, Bryn Mawr. 

A letter offering resignation from membership, from Gen. 
Eussell Thayer, Philadelphia. On motion the resignation was 
accepted. 

A letter from the Society of Naturalists, Kieff, Eussia, 
requesting exchanges, which was so ordered (96-127). 

The President presented a letter from the Park Engineer in 
reference to an annual appropriation for the Michaux grove, 
which on motion was referred to Council. 

The Newberry Library of Chicago was placed on the Ex- 
change List to receive Proceedings from No. 96. 

Letters of envoy from Socie"te Imperiale Busse de Geogra- 
phic, St. Petersburg; Boston Society of Natural History, 
Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Mass. 

Letters of acknowledgment from Academie R. Danoise des 
Sciences et des Lettres, Copenhagen (124, 125); Geological and 
Natural History Survey, Ottawa, Canada (126) ; Boston So- 
ciety of Natural History (123, 124, 125, 126); Boston Public 
Library (125, 126); Brown University, Providence (126); 
Academy of Sciences, St. Louis (126). 

Accessions to the Library were received from the Royal 
Society of New South Wales, Sydney ; Geological Survey of 
India, Calcutta ; Societe Imperiale Russe de Geographic, St. 
Petersburg ; Dr. L. Samenhof, Warsaw ; Academie Royale de 
Copenhague, Societe R. des Antiquaires du Nord, Copenhague ; 
Socie'te' R. des Sciences de Liege ; Prof. Antonio Favaro, Bib- 
lioteca N. Centrale, Firenze ; R. Istituto Lombardo di Scienze 
Lettere, Milan ; Ecole des Mines, Paris ; Commissao dos Tra- 
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balhos Geologecos de Portugal, Lisboa ; Society of Antiqua- 
ries, London ; Boston Society of Natural History ; Museum of 
Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, Cambridge ; Prov- 
idence Franklin Society ; Mr. Charles J. Hoadly, Hartford ; 
Industrial Education Association, Dr. J. S. Newberry, New- 
York ; Mercantile Library, Commissioners for the Erection of 
the Public Buildings, Messrs. Thomas Hockley, Henry Phillips, 
Jr., Philadelphia ; Johns Hopkins University, Editor of the 
'American Journal of Philology," Baltimore; Adjutant Gen- 
eral's Office, D. C. ; Mrs. L. M. Morehead, Cincinnati; The 
Newberry Library, Chicago ; Lick Observatory, Sacramento ; 
California Historical Society, San Franaisco. 

The special committee appointed January 20th, to examine 
the papers of Prof. Cope, reported in favor of publishing those 
on the Eryops and the Puerco Fauna ; on that on Lemurine 
Keversion it did not report favorably. 

Prof. T. B. Stowell presented through the Secretaries papers 
on the Hypoglossal nerve, the Accessory nerve, and Glosso- 
pharyngeal nerve of the domestic cat. 

Mr. Frank Jordan, Jr., presented through the Secretaries a 
paper on The Aboriginal Pottery of the Middle Atlantic 
States. 

Pending nomination No. 1176 was read. 

Mr. Philip C. Garrett, chairman of the committee appointed 
by the Society to procure for it the portrait of Baron von 
Humboldt, painted from life at Berlin in 1856, by Mr. J. R. 
Lambdin, at the request of Messrs. Henry D. Gilpin and Alex- 
ander Dallas Bache, reported that it had been purchased for 
$350, and on behalf of the following gentlemen who had con- 
tributed for that purpose, formally presented it to the Society : 
Messrs. G. W. Anderson, John R. Baker, R. Meade Bache, 
George H. Boker, W. G. A. Bonwill, Geo. W. Childs, E. W. 
Clark, J. M. Da Costa, Frederick Fraley, Philip C. Garrett, 
Horace Jayne, E. Otis Kendall, Wm. V. McKean, J. Sergeant 
Price, James W, Robins, Moncure Robinson, J. R. Shipley, 
Wm. P. Tatham, Frank Thomson, Richard Yaux, Joseph 
Wharton, Henry Winsor and Richard Wood. 



1888.] 



121 



Mr. Garrett in presenting the portrait made the following 
remarks : 

" About the year 1856, while Mr. Alexander Dallas Bache was sitting 
to Mr. Lambdin for his portrait, the latter suggested a plan by which the 
Smithsonian Institution could materially aid schools in this country in 
procuring copies of the best foreign works of art. Having received the 
approval of the Board of Eegents, Mr. Bache furnished Mr. Lambdin, 
who was about to visit Europe, with credentials from the Smithsonian to 
various eminent persons abroad, among others to Baron von Humboldt. 
It occurred to Mr. Bache apropos of the latter, that it would afford the 
artist a capital opportunity to obtain a portrait of Humboldt, which he 
would like to have for the American Philosophical Society, and Mr. Gilpin 
joining him in the purpose, they authorized Mr. Lambdin to paint a por- 
trait of the savant, agreeing to see it presented to the Society upon its com- 
pletion. Mr. Lambdin had an excellent opportunity with the Baron, with 
whom he spent the larger part of a day, on his arrival in Berlin. Hum- 
boldt was at that time the King's Chamberlain, and said that he would 
shortly have to go to Potsdam to attend the King, but would give Mr. 
Lambdin further sittings on his return to Berlin. He was then 87 years 
old, a little man, very much bent, extremely courteous, and was much 
pleased that his portrait was wanted for the American Philosophical So- 
ciety, expressing gratitude to his friend Mr. Bash (Bache) that he had 
thought of it. 

" The result is before the Society in an admirable and speaking likeness, 
and, to my mind, no more appropriate portrait adorns the walls of a 
Society whose scope is so philosophical and broad as that of this learned 
body. 

"A terse and comprehensive description of the renowned philosopher 
is found in the following paragraph from the Edinburgh Review of 1848 : 

" ' Science has produced no man of more rich and varied attainments, 
more versatile in genius, more indefatigable in application to all kinds of 
learning, more energetic in action, or more ardeDt in inquiry.' 

"The same Review describes him as possessing 'a genial and kindly 
temperament, which excites no enmities, but, on the contrary, finds or 
makes friends everywhere. No man in the ranks of Science is more dis- 
tinguished for this last characteristic than A. v. Humboldt. We believe 
that he has not an enemy.' 

"It only remains for me formally to present the picture on behalf of the 
donors, whose names follow, and this I have great pleasure in doing. I 
should add that the carrying out of the original intention was prevented 
by the illness of Messrs. Bache and Gilpin, before the completion of the 
work, followed by their death." 

On motion the committee was discharged and the thanks of 
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the Society were voted to its chairman for his zeal and in- 
terest. 

The Report of the Trustees of the Building Fund was pre- 
sented. 

On motion the President was requested, authorized and em- 
powered to send with letter referred to in the Eesolution of 
the Society of January 6, 1888, a copy of the Eeports of the 
special committee on the value of Volapiik. 

On motion the Committee on Volapiik was continued and 
requested to report from time to time on any matter kindred 
to the subject that may reach its knowledge. 

And the Society was adjourned by the President. 



Stated Meeting, March 16, 1888. 

Present, 15 members. 
Mr. Richabd Vaux in the Chair. 

Miss Helen C. de S. Abbott, a lately elected member, was 
presented to the Chair and took her seat. 

Correspondence was submitted as follows : 

A letter from Dr. C. E. Sajous, Philadelphia, accepting 
membership in the Society. 

Letters of envoy from the K. Preuss. Meteorolog. Institut 
and K. Geolog. Landesanstalt und Bergakademie, Berlin. 

Letters of acknowledgment for Proceedings, No. 125, from 
the Gesellschaft fur Erdkunde, Deutsche Geologische Gesell- 
schaft, Berlin; K. Sachsischer Alterthumsverein, Dresden; 
Oberhessiche Gesellschaft fur Natur- und Heilkunde, Giessen ; 
Naturhistorische Gesellschaft, Hanover ; Dr. Otto Bohtlingk, 
Leipzig ; Prof. Dr. Diimichen, Strasburg ; H. C. de S. Abbott, 
Philadelphia ; Dr. Jesus Sanchez, Mexico. 

For Proceedings, No. 126, from the Socie"te Geologique de 
France, M. Victor Duruy, Prof. Abel Hovelacque, Paris ; R. 
Meteorological and Astronomical Societies, Board of Trade, 



